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Good fortune came in 1244, when Goden khan united a leading Tibetan Lama,
Sakya Pandita Kunga Gyaltsen, to the Mongol court to be the Imperial Preceptor. The
relation between the Khans and Lamas of Sakya Continued to flourish under Kublai
Khan, who adopted Buddhism as the state religious after Dogon Choegyal Phagpa,
Sakya Pandita’s nephew, had become the Khan’s teacher. In gratitude, Kublai Khan
offered him political authority over Tibet in 1254.
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